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leave their training-colleges very imperfectly acquainted with
the best literature for children at different ages.   -,
No young teacher should be bound down to a stated syllabus
in each subject. In the past a head-teacher has deserved
sympathy if, harassed by the requirements of a coming
examination for junior scholarships, she has felt bound in self-
defence to adopt methods of which she disapproved. But that
time is passing.
Post-primary Of the curricula of post-primary schools of the
schools future there is little that can be confidently or
wisely added to our account of their general
intention as given in Chapter V above. Secondary (grammar)
education has its well-established traditions, but it is to be
hoped that the view entertained in some quarters that the actual
content of the curriculum is of less importance than its value
as mental discipline will not prevail. Secondary (technical)
education has its own way to make, and is to be a field of
experiment in the years to come. Our junior technical schools,
with their humanistic as well as technical outlook, point the
way, but can do no more. As for secondary (modern) educa-
tion, where so much remains to be done, it will be wise not to
speculate, but to await the results of many promising experi-
ments already begun.
Adult education Taken in its literal sense, the term "adult
education" covers all forms of education for
persons over eighteen years of age, including the education
given in universities, schools of technology, and schools of art.
But the term has acquired a special meaning which does not
include the work, so comparatively definite in its scope, done
in these institutions. We think of adult education as a kind of
education which is by no means restricted to the years between
eighteen and five-and-twenty, but which may continue through-
out life. It is and must remain, therefore, entirely voluntary